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Since ancient times, it is cus-
tomary to repeat and cherish 
traditions. Still nowadays 
we often repeat some of our 
ancient traditions and teach 
younger generations how to 
learn from them and carry 
on social values and ethics. 
Traditions are transmitted 
from generation to genera-
tion in various circles: famil-
iar, political, sociological, 
professional, and communi-
tarian just to name a few. Ex-
amples of traditions include 
leaving a tooth underneath 
a pillow for the tooth fairy; 
celebrating Thanksgiving; 
following the classic process 
of having a hypothesis, de-
veloping a thesis and then 
confirming or denying a 
proposed theory; attending 
reunions;  ‘liking’ something 
posted on your social media 
page. 

Traditions often mean 
consistency and transpire a 
sense of identity, a feeling 
of closeness, and certainly 
create a sense of security 
and assurance if put in 
context with today’s hectic 
life and constant cultural, 
technological and socially 
dynamically-evolving world. 

Traditions are also 
the starting point for 
new discoveries and the 
development of new 
theories. What if the Earth’s 
Geo-centricity had never 
been questioned? How 
many new traditions would 
not be existent if mentors 
had never encouraged 
protégés to question, test, 
improve and develop new 
processes? 

Starting new 
traditions from existing 
ones is the reason why 
I am sharing these 
thoughts with you 
today. 

For 49 years URISA 
enabled GIS professionals 
to get together to discuss 
and explore GIS theories, 

methods and patterns.  These 
annual meetings became 
what we used to call the 
URISA Annual International 
Conference, and now are 
known as GIS-Pro – the 
Annual Conference for GIS 
Professionals. During these 
events, various discussions 
between professionals like 
you and me about new 
trends and pathways for GIS 
are often triggered. Much 
of the research following 
those discussions later 
became industry standards 
improving the practice of 
GIS.

 In 2012, URISA is 
celebrating the 50th time 
that this collaborative, 
exploratory, and 
educational event happens. 
I have the honor and the 
privilege of chairing URISA’s 
50th GIS-Pro conference 
and would like to invite you 
to join me and many other 
GIS peers in Portland – 
Oregon from September 30 
to October 4th. 

The Dichotomy between the 
Innovative and the Traditional



I invite you to start 
your own tradition to be 
an active member of the 
GIS community and learn, 
share and participate in 
this celebration. I also want 
to invite our fellow peers 
that have been making 
history during these 49 past 
years to come back and 
participate in this milestone. 

During GIS-Pro 2012, 
we want to enable and 
facilitate the conversation 
between experienced and 
well -respected GIS peers 
and younger generations 
of GIS professionals and 
enthusiasts that will and are 
already making history by 
implementing the practice 
of GIS with passion, ethics, 

an open mind and a great 
deal of knowledge.

The 2012 GIS -Pro is 
featuring an outstanding 
program that includes 
dynamic and insightful 
plenary sessions.  Open 
labs that will allow for 
the exercising of new 
GIS tools, techniques, 
and innovative projects 
developed throughout 
the US and internationally 
will be showcased. The 
outstanding work of some 
remarkable peers will be 
recognized during the 
awards ceremony, and Past 
Presidents of URISA will 
premier and sign the newly 
released Foundations book, 
debuting at the conference. 

We also want to 
encourage you to join and 
interact with our keynote 
speakers, Professor Michael 
Goodchild – University of 
Santa Barbara – CA, Jack 
Dangermond, Esri President, 
and John Sanderson – 
Microsoft Azure Evangelist. 
They will share thoughts 
and ideas about how GIS 
has been enabling and 
supporting the decision 
making process as well as 
their vision about the next 
steps for the industry.  And 
because this is more than 
just a conference, we will 
celebrate the GIS profession 
with many social activities 
that will allow for great 
networking.

50 years is quite a 
milestone, and it happens 

one year at a time! Year after 
year, GIS peers like you and 
I make a difference in the 
industry and profession. The 
2012 GIS-Pro is a golden 
and unique opportunity for 
each GIS professional to be 
part of history in action. 
More important than seeing 
history in action is being 
part of it and making it 
happen!

 I encourage you to join 
us in Portland this year, and 
be part of this milestone 
in the GIS industry where 
URISA - The Association for 
GIS Professionals celebrates 
its 50th annual conference. 

Go to www.gis-pro.
org to register. I am looking 
forward to meeting you in 
Portland! – Claudia

Dichotomy continued from page 1

URISA’s Sixth Caribbean 
GIS Conference

November 12-16, 2012 
Hilton Rose Hall • Montego Bay, Jamaica

•	 Preconference training & workshops

•	 Presentations by  both current and future 
leaders of the field – share best practices, ideas 
and research

•	 Earn GISP certification points

•	 Expand your professional network

•	 Learn about the latest technology to help you 
bring your organization to the next level

Review the conference program details and register today:  http://www.urisa.org/carib2012
Review exhibit and sponsorship opportunities: http://www.urisa.org/carib2012_sponsorship
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President’s  Column

Reflections on URISA at 75
Greg Babinski, GISP

GIS-Pro 2012 in Portland 
– URISA’s fiftieth annual con-
ference – was a celebration 
of a half century of accom-
plishment.  It was my plea-
sure and privilege to serve 
as URISA President then 
during that landmark event.  
Now at GIS-Pro 2037, here 
in this beautiful city that did 
not exist 25 years ago, I am 
once again happy to offer 
some thoughts on URISA 
past, present, and future.

Foundations
Those of you who attended 
GIS-Pro 2012 surely recall 
the book ‘Foundations 
of Urban and Regional 
Information Systems and 
Geographic Information 
Systems and Science’, edited 
by URISA Past-President and 
GIS Hall of Fame member 
Dr. Barry Wellar.  That work, 
with chapters authored by 
many other distinguished 
Past-Presidents, outlined 
what URISA had accom-
plished during the period 
from 1963 when our first 
Annual Conference was 
held.

Our record then 
was truly amazing.  Any 
organization that survives 
for five decades must surely 
have some accomplishments 
to cite.  But URISA was not 
just about the foundation 
of an organization, but 
more importantly about 
the foundation of a body 
of science.  Think about 

the significance of that. 
Not just about advancing 
science, but playing a key 
role in developing a whole 
new body of science!  And 
in addition to that body 
of science, URISA also 
helped the development of 
important new technology 
and the entire geospatial 
industry.

What did URISA look 
like in 2012?  In addition 
to our Annual Conference, 
each year we organized 
three or four specialty 
conferences (Health, 
Addressing, CAMA, Transit, 
Caribbean), plus the URISA 
GIS Leadership Academy 
(ULA) and a portfolio of 20 
day-long workshops.  URISA 
members were supported 
by 28 chapters in North 
America and a new one in 
the United Arab Emirates.  
URISA’s influence was 
global through GISCorps 
which in 2012 launched 
its 100th service mission. 
Our partnership with the 
Surveying and Spatial 
Sciences Institute (SSSI) 
in Australia and New 
Zealand suggested ways 
that URISA could support 
the international geospatial 
community.

URISA had a solid 
record launching important 
new programs.  In the 
decade before GIS-Pro 
2012, URISA conceived the 
need for GIS certification 
and launched the GIS 
Certification Institute 

(GISCI).  URISA conceived 
the need for an advocacy 
agenda and for allied 
geospatial organizations to 
speak with one voice when 
possible, which led to the 
Coalition of Geospatial 
Organizations (COGO).  
URISA helped develop the 
USDOL’s first geospatial 
technology competency 
model (GTCM) and 
conceived and developed 
the first local agency GIS 
capability maturity model 
(GISCMM) and geospatial 
management competency 
model (GMCM).

Framework
As an organization, URISA 
by 2012 was well estab-
lished, but at a crossroads.  
When I first joined the 
URISA Board in 2007, the 
future of the organization 
was threatened by its own 
success.  It was apparent to 
the Board and then Execu-
tive Director Wendy Nelson 
that URISA had to reinvent 
itself.  To build upon its 
solid foundation, URISA 
needed a framework for fu-
ture viability.  In 2018 I saw 
Wendy at the URISA Carib-
bean Conference in Havana, 
where she recalled:  ‘…year 
after year URISA examined 
the needs of the geospatial 
community, considered our 
strengths and resources, 
improved our internal pro-
cesses, and launched new 
initiatives.’

Susan Johnson in 
2007-2008 started the 
Board re-examining its 

strategic planning process.  
Hilary Perkins in 2008-
2009 shepherded the 
ULA into the respected 
academy that has now 
graduated thousands of 
leaders in the geospatial 
field.  Kathrine Cargo in 
2009-2010 launched the 
Vanguard Cabinet and 
encouraged me and others 
to refine the GISCMM and 
find a role for it within 
URISA.  Cy Smith in 2010-
2011 developed URISA’s 
advocacy agenda process, 
supported development 
of the URISA GMCM, and 
worked tirelessly to renew 
our chapter affiliations.

In 2011-2012 I was 
encouraged and supported 
by Wendy Nelson, URISA 
HQ staff (Pat Francis, 
Verlanda McBride, Katie 
Morehead, and Ann 
Bishopp), and a great Board 
of Directors to launch 
URISA’s International 
Initiative and the GIS 
Management Institute 
initiative both within the 
same year.  

Greg Babinski, GISP
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Let me just take a 
moment to reflect on 
and thank the 11 Board 
members I had the 
privilege to serve with the 
year that I was president.  
Nancy Obermeyer was a 
strong advocate for GIS 
certification and for the 
URISA Journal.  Now in its 
48th year of publication, 
Nancy was instrumental 
in the Journal achieving 
academic indexing 
status.  Teresa Townsend 
contributed her strong 
business management 
skills to help URISA 
succeed.  Tripp Corbin was 
instrumental in helping 
to forge a new stronger 
partnership between 
URISA and its chapters 
both in North America 
and internationally.  Cindy 
Post played a key role in 
strengthening the role for 
URISA in Canada, which 
shortly after my term led 
to the first ULA outside the 
US and eventually to the 
first biennial URISA Canada 
Conference (last held in 
2036 in Windsor, Ontario). 
Cindy also helped the Policy 
Advisory Committee refine 
its processes and develop an 
international scope.

Twyla McDermott was a 
sometimes running partner, 
but more importantly a 
reflective strategic thinker 
in Board meetings.  Chris 
Thomas helped URISA 
develop a strong marketing 
sense and helped to 
identify opportunities for 
URISA to renew alliances 
with other organizations 
and to develop chapters 
and affiliations outside 
North America.  David 

DiBiase (another sometime 
running partner) provided 
invaluable service on 
the GIS Management 
Institute Committee.  
His work developing 
both the GTCM and the 
GMCM were outstanding 
accomplishments for URISA.

Tom Conry (yet another 
running buddy) served 
as URISA Secretary.  He 
conducted an important 
volunteer survey that led 
to more effective use of 
member resources and he 
also brought his county GIS 
management perspective 
to Board deliberations.  Carl 
Anderson, a truly unique 
thinker, served as URISA 
Treasurer at a critical time.  
He originated the concept of 
‘URISA Labs’ that have been 
the foundation of much 
of the rapid development 
of new best practices and 
standards that occurred 
during the past 25 years.  
Cy Smith as Past-President 
made my transition easy 
and among other things 
worked tirelessly to refine 
URISA’s relationship with 
sponsors and continue 
his work on the URISA 
Advocacy Agenda.  Al Butler 
as President-Elect supported 
the Board with a top-down 
review of our organizational 
structure that resulted in 
a more effective means of 
utilizing volunteer resources 
and coordinating between 
divisions as URISA has 
implemented new programs 
during the past 25 years.

Al’s term as President 
in 2012-2013 saw our new 
chapter/affiliation structure 
implemented, the GMI 
launched, and the URISA 

organizational restructuring 
initiated.  And Allen Ibaugh’s 
term as President in 2013-
2014 witnessed the final 
refinement of URISA’s new 
framework for the future.

Finishing Work
What has URISA accom-
plished during the past 25 
years?  Building upon our 
foundations and the frame-
work established 25 years 
ago, much work has been 
finished.

URISA’s membership is 
now truly global. Whereas in 
2012 more than 94% of our 
membership was in North 
America, today 65% is from 
outside North America.  
Today URISA events and 
publications are available 
not just in English, but also 
Spanish, French, Arabic, 
Mandarin Chinese, and 

many other languages.
Today URISA has 

chapters covering all 52 
states as well as every 
Canadian Province.  
In parallel with the 
growth in international 
membership, URISA now has 
affiliations with geospatial 
organizations or URISA 
chapters on every continent.   
Our UAE chapter has taken 
the lead in providing 
URISA content, educational 
offerings and services for 
the entire Arabic speaking 
world.  The development 

of chapters and affiliations 
in Taiwan and Singapore 
lead to a strong presence for 
URISA in the Asia Pacific rim.  
URISA’s Quebec chapter 
took the lead in translating 
URISA content, educational 
offerings and services into 
French, which allowed 
URISA to also offer services 
in Haiti and French-speaking 
Africa.

By the mid 2010’s 
URISA had a strong 
presence in Latin America, 
including both Spanish 
and Portuguese speaking 
chapters and affiliations.  
In Europe, chapters and 
affiliations in Turkey and 
Poland were followed by 
other affiliations.  GISCorps 
has now completed more 
than 1,000 missions and 
its network of 10,000 

volunteers is a tribute to 
founder Shoreh Elhami.  
URISA’s international 
initiative has borne fruit 
during the past 25 years!

A key success factor of 
the international initiative 
was ensuring that the GIS 
Management Institute, 
launched in 2012, was 
an international program 
from its very conception.  
Speaking in 2017 at the 
first URISA GMI Summit in 
Singapore, former URISA 
Board member and GMI 
Committee member Clare 

A key success factor of the international initiative 

was ensuring that the GIS Management Institute, 

launched in 2012, was an international program 

from its very conception. 

President’s column continued from page 3
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continued on page 6

Brown said ‘…we realized in 
2012 that if there is a science 
of GIS, its management 
should be based on 
international best practices 
and standards.  The GMI 
Core Committee and the 
GMI Advisory Council 
benefited from membership 
from the US, Canada, 
the Caribbean, Australia, 
Taiwan, Singapore, Poland, 
the UAE and elsewhere.  
This helped further knit 
together the international 
geospatial community to 
the benefit of all.’

The GMI has now 
achieved what was 
envisioned 25 years ago.  
The GIS Management Body 
of Knowledge (GMBOK), 
with 32 individual Best 
Practices and Standards, 
is the internationally 
recognized, peer reviewed, 
vendor and nation-neutral 
reference for developing, 
managing, and operating 
an enterprise GIS.  More 
than 200 GIS managers 
worldwide participate in the 
URISA Labs annual review, 
to ensure that as technology 
advances and best practices 
evolve, the GMBOK is 
revised to reflect the 
latest and best knowledge 
available from across the 
globe.

I spoke with Carl 
Anderson recently and he 
reflected on the origin of the 
URISA Labs concept: ‘…Back 
in 2012 I saw a continuing 
opportunity for URISA to 
fill the role of documenting 
successes and failures in GIS 
implementations, providing 
guidance in best practices, 
and fostering the repetition 
of good practices. The 
URISA Labs help to define 

and validate best practices, 
while the GMI uses the 
GMBOK best practices to 
set qualitative standards 
of management.  URISA 
Labs have been effective 
discussion forums, online 
resources, and a community 
of systems implementers 
sharing hard won 
knowledge, and people who 
help document the progress 
and remaining challenges.’ 

Today the GMBOK is 
the core basis for other GMI 
programs and services.  It 
has been used to update 
and refine the URISA GIS 
Capability Maturity Model 
(GISCMM).  It has been 
used to keep the Geospatial 
Management Competency 
Model (GMCM) current. 
Based on the GMBOK, 
GISCMM and GMCM, we 
have accredited hundreds 
of geospatial management 
educational programs 
worldwide.

Based on the GMBOK 
and GISCMM, the GMI now 
has a network of thousands 
of local government agency 
subscribers to the GMI.  
GMI subscriber agencies 
receive GIS Management 
Institute Accreditation 
(GMIa) based on their 
geospatial capability and 
the process maturity of 
their geospatial operations.  
GMI subscriber agencies 
also receive access to 
bench marking metrics 
collected as part of the 
annual online accreditation 
process, so each 
subscriber can compare 
itself to peer agencies 
across state/province or 
around the world, on 
demand.  The GMI and the 
Geospatial Management 

Competency Model also 
enabled development 
of a professional GIS 
management certification 
program.

Within URISA, the 
GMI led to a new focus 
for the development of 
educational offerings.  
As each GMBOK best 
practice or standard was 
developed, the URISA Lab 
recommended requirements 
for a workshop to teach 
to the best practices.  This 
focus allowed URISA to enlist 
many volunteers to develop 
new workshops and serve 
as instructors, delivered 
either face to face or via 
URISA Connect Webinars.  
The webinars in particular 
were a great innovation 
which allowed us to enlist 
workshop authors and 
presenters internationally.  
New webinar translation 
ability further enabled 
URISA to deliver GMI-
focused educational content 
around the world.

The URISA Leadership 
Academy continues to be 
a major URISA asset.  But 
with the GMI, the original 
ULA morphed into two 
offerings. A weeklong GIS 
Management Academy now 
provides a focused program 
to sharpen skills and prepare 
managers for their GIS 
Management Certification 
exam.  The Leadership 
Academy has now been 
providing advanced 
leadership development for 
senior managers who want 
to further enhance their 
influence and effectiveness.

Other GMI programs 
that have been rolled out 
during the past 25 years 
include the accreditation 

of geospatial management 
consultants, the URISA GIS 
ROI methodology service, 
and GMI consulting and 
speaker services.

Today URISA and the 
GMI have clearly defined 
the GIS profession.  But 
more than that, they have 
been successful advocates 
for the profession.  The 
URISA Advocacy Agenda has 
now for more than a quarter 
century been working with 
members at the chapter 
level to identify their issues 
of importance, and then 
work to solve the problems 
identified at the regional, 
national, and international 
level.  Significant 
accomplishments include:
•	 Working within COGO, 

the first ‘Geospatial 
Report Card for the 
Nation’ was issued. 
Today the GRCN is 
updated annually, 
largely based on data 
from the URISA GMI 
database. GMI has also 
developed a geospatial 
report card template 
that can be used 
internationally.

•	 Executive support and 
sustainable funding for 
GIS has been achieved 
at the national level 
for framework data.  
URISA helped develop 
and promote the 
National Geospatial 
Data Act of 2019, which 
finally recognized 
that investment in 
and maintenance of 
comprehensive high 
accuracy geospatial 
data is just as 
important for effective 
government and the 
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needs of business as the 
Interstate Highway Act 
had been in the 1950’s.  

•	 At the local level, 
support for GIS by 
state, regional, county, 
city, and other agencies 
became easier, both as 
the mainstream nature 
of GIS became apparent 
and as the GMI helped 
agencies complete 
more and more GIS 
ROI studies similar to 
the landmark King 
County (Washington) 
and Multnomah County 
(Oregon) studies.

•	 The GMI helped GIS 
professionals secure 
the training they 
need by clarifying the 
relationship between 
ongoing training to 
improve the process 
maturity of geospatial 
operations.  The key to 
this achievement was 
showing clearly that 
as process maturity 
within an organization 
increase, the return on 
investment from GIS 
increases.

•	 The GMI provided 
the comprehensive 
link between local 
government agencies 
and private industry 
sector GIS operations 
with the educational 
services community.  
The GMBOK provided 
the basis for the 
geospatial educational 
community to graduate 
students with the 
skills needed to meet 
employers’ needs and 
with the foundation 
to launch successful 
careers in the field.

•	 URISA succeeded 
in addressing the 
long vexing issue of 
providing free or low 
cost access to public 
geospatial data.  The 
National Geospatial 
Data Act of 2019, in 
addition to providing 
local agencies with 
substantial funding 
for their GIS data 
development and 
maintenance efforts, 
also required that 
agencies receiving such 
funds had to make all 
their geospatial data 
available to the public 
for free.  
Cy Smith, who 

conceived and promoted 
URISA’s Advocacy Agenda 
process, said this in 2021: 
‘…the National Geospatial 
Data Act of 2019 was one of 
the crowning achievements 
of URISA. The Act succeeded 
because the GMI ROI 
methodology developed 
comprehensive validation 
for the benefit of geospatial 
technology, while the GMI 
developed the professional 
GIS management practices 
necessary for prudent 
professional management 
of the significant investment 
that the nation made in 
local agency geospatial 
data.  And URISA was able 
to bring its allies in COGO 
to advocate with one voice 
for the Act.’

What else has URISA accom-
plished during the past 25 
years?
Our portfolio of specialty 
conferences continues to 
evolve as new business areas 
and potential knowledge 

domains present opportuni-
ties.  Of particular note are 
the URISA Knowledge Based 
Geospatial Systems Confer-
ence and the regional URISA 
conferences held in Asia, 
Latin America, and Africa.

The URISA Exemplary 
Systems in Government 
Awards program is now 
in its 56th year, and each 
year continues to see more 
and more progress in the 
application of geospatial 
technology and the practice 
of the GIS profession.

It is amazing how 
many of those who 
attended GIS-Pro 2012 in 
Portland, including then 
young Vanguard Cabinet 
members, have stepped 
up to leadership positions 
on the URISA Board.  And 
today the Board of Directors 
is so much different, with a 
Chapter Advisory Board that 
elects a representative to the 
Board, as well as regionally 
elected representatives from 
around the world.

Future
What now, in 2037, is in 
URISA’s future?
I attended the ESRI User 
Conference Senior Executive 
Symposium in 2012 and was 
energized by a statement 
made by Sam Pitroda, then 
Special Advisor to the Prime 
Minister of India on Public 
Information Infrastructure 
and Innovations.  I still re-
member, Sam said ‘…we 
think of three pillars of de-
mocracy: executive, legisla-
tive, and judicial. But I think 
there is a fourth pillar of 
democracy, and that is infor-
mation. Today information is 
power and unless the public 
has free and unfettered ac-
cess to information, power 
can be abused.’ 

The geospatial 
community is maybe unique 
in world history, because 
we are the first to see the 
potential for society from 
using data in innovative 
ways with new and exciting 
technology, while applying 
geographic theory and 
spatial analysis.  With the 
hindsight of history, we 
know that information can 
be hidden or manipulated.  
But the lies of propaganda 
cannot survive in the light 
of free information.  But 
the stain of corruption 
cannot survive in the light of 
unfettered access to public 
information.  As URISA 
continues to build and 
advocate for the geospatial 
profession we should keep 
in mind this other benefit 
from free and unfettered 
access to data.

URISA has played a 
critical role as the world’s 
population has continued 
the move from rural to 
urban during the past 
25 years.  In 2012 the 
world’s population had just 
exceeded 50% urban for the 
first time in history.  Today 
in 2037 the population is 
65% urban and in another 
25 years it will likely be 
80% urban.  City, county 
and regional GIS has been 
critical in designing new 
urban areas and rebuilding 
cities from the ground up 
and from the inside out to 
accommodate this greatest 
population movement of all 
time.

Other factors that will 
continue to challenge the 
GIS profession in the future 
include climate change, 
ocean rise, and redesigning 

continued on page 7
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We help you put
GIS to work!

206-263-5220
www.kingcounty.gov/gis/training

Professional GIS training in our 
Seattle facility or at your site.
Professional GIS training in our 
Seattle facility or at your site.

GIS TRAINING
EXPRESS  ™

✔ URISA’s Pacific Northwest 
Education Center

✔ ESRI®-Authorized Classes

✔ Custom Classes Created 
and taught by working GIS 
professionals

✔ GIS Academy
“Beyond the Basics”

✔ GIS Certification Institute 
Qualified Earn GISCI points

✔ Veterans’ GI Bill Benefits
Selected programs of study at the 
King County GIS Center are 
approved for those eligible to 
receive benefits under Title 38 and 
Title 10, USC.

the transportation networks 
of the future as fossil fuels 
become more expensive and 
technology presents new 
opportunities.

Again…back in 
2012 former URISA 
Board Member David 
DiBiase proposed a moral 
imperative for the GIS 
profession and challenged 
others to propose their own.  
At that time this is the moral 

imperative I proposed:
The GIS Profession uses 
geographic theory, 
spatial analysis, and 
geospatial technology to 
help society manage the 
Earth’s finite space, with 
its natural resources and 
communities, on a just 
and sustainable basis for 
the benefit of humanity.

Yes. That I believe is 
what we do and why we do 

Submit an Abstract for 
GIS/CAMA 2013

Share your ideas, research, success story or caution-
ary tale at the 17th Annual GIS/CAMA Technologies 
Conference, taking place March 4-7, 2013 in Albu-
querque, New Mexico.

Abstracts are being accepted until October 5 in 
these general program categories:
•	 Get It Done – At a time when budgets and 

staff sizes are dwindling, getting your work 
done better and more efficiently is critical.  
Presentations in this track are designed to give 
you ideas for improving processes from field data 
collection to data integrity.

•	 run the Numbers – Accurate and equitable 
valuations are the cornerstone of an assessment 
office.  Learn new ways of analyzing data and 
take away the lessons learned from statistical 
models that are being used all over the world.

•	 Serve It Up – Public confidence can rise 
and fall based on the effective sharing and 
communication of property data and values with 
taxpayers, businesses, and other entities.  Let 
peers show you how they have stepped up to 
the challenge and changed the ways or methods 
they utilize, display, and communicate data. 

Visit http://www.urisa.org/conferences/2013gis_cama 
and submit your presentation idea today

it and why our work is not 
done.

Friends 
With all its accomplish-
ment during the past 75 
years, with all that URISA 
has done for my career dur-
ing the past 47 years, what 
has URISA meant to me 
the most? I value most the 
friendships I have gained.  
Though too many of those 
friends are now lost, one 

of my greatest treasures is 
the URISA friendships I still 
have.  One of my greatest 
hopes for the future is the 
many new friendships I still 
hope to gain. Thank you and 
good luck for another 25 
years.

Now who brought their 
shoes? Let’s go for a run!

Contact Greg at: Greg.
babinski@kingcounty.gov. 
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Peirce Eichelberger, geograph-
ic Data Base Management 
Systems, Inc. (URISA President 
2001-2002) peirceeichelberg-
er1@mac.com         

URISA’s 50th Anniversary 
Conference in Portland will 
be a gathering not to be 
missed!  And it looks like the 
turnout may be the largest 
in many years.  Happy An-
niversary, URISA!

This will be my 38th 
consecutive conference; 
I have not missed one 
since my first URISA 
conference in 1976. Back 
then, I was just two years 
out of graduate school 
on my first job working 
for the City of Miami (FL) 
Planning Department.  I 
got a flyer in the mail…
URISA… “what’s that?—
government, computers, 
computer mapping, Census 
data, data analysis, people 
doing new stuff to make 
government work better.”  
Sounded very interesting.  
Don Luria was President. 
Board members included 
Don Cooke, Ken Dueker, 
Barry Wellar, Carolee Bush, 
and Bob Aangeenbrug. 
Edgar Horwood was Board 
Member Emeritus.

My first URISA 
conference was incredible, 
and so has every conference 
since. It’s been an important 
part of my life. So much 
so, that when my daughter 
announced the second 
grand baby, she was quick 
to say, “Dad, don’t worry he 

will be coming after URISA!”
I was President of URISA 

in 2001. After 9/11, there 
were serious discussions 
about not having a URISA 
conference that year, as the 
conference was just a few 
weeks after that dreaded 
day. Thankfully, we decided 
to hold the conference, talk 
about the impact that GIS 
had in the aftermath, and 
connect with our fellow 
members.   

Missing URISA was 
never an option.  I might 
miss out on something 
significant.  The willingness 
of participants to share ideas 
(and shout, sometimes) 
was so important.  URISA 
has always been my social 
network and it always 
transcended my current 
job or title.  With new jobs 
and moves around the 
country, URISA was always 
a beacon for me.  We could 
always make presentations 
and share crazy ideas. 
Sometimes those ideas took 
decades to gestate.  We 
might give a paper and 

revisit the topic again the 
next year.  If the interest was 
still there and growing, we 
might organize an entire 
session or a workshop the 
following year.  Specialty 
publications might come 
next, and before we knew it 
we’d propose and organize 
specialty conferences 
with other like-minded 
organizations….Addressing 
with the National 
Emergency Number 
Association and GIS/CAMA 
with the International 
Association of Assessing 
Officers...more of these to 
come, I am sure.

Workshops are URISA’s 
“crown jewels.” In the 
early days the workshops 
really allowed you to dig 
into a topic.  One of my 
first workshops was on fire 
station location modeling.  

Why URISA?  Fifty (38 for me) Years and Counting!

I took that experience and 
implemented the RAND 
Institute’s Firehouse Site 
Evaluation Model for a ten-
year Miami Fire Department 
Master Plan.  The Fire 
Department ended up with 
better travel times with 
fewer fire stations. It was so 
cool to see Fire Department 
Chiefs and Managers 
use and experience the 
technology and to make 
improved decisions.  We still 
have to strive for that even 
today.  It was a humongous 
FORTRAN based computer 
model that was sponsored 
by U.S. HUD.  Thanks HUD!

Happy Anniversary, 
URISA!  How many first-time 
URISA attendees in Portland 
will be around for the next 
38 conferences?  I think 
there will be some.  

Who will you 
meet at 

GIS-Pro 2012?
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Welcome New URISA Members
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John Ayensu — City of Arlington, Arlington, TX 

Teresa Baker — Williamson County, Georgetown, TX 

Robert Bergstrom, GISP — La Plata County, Durango, CO 

Jeffrey Bevan —   Lancaster, OH 

Paul Billock — Ventura, CA 

Mark Brady, GISP— Pennsylvania State University, Wellington, FL 

Paul Brandy — Far Western Anthropological Research Group, Davis, CA 

Janet Brewster — California Tahoe Conservancy, South Lake Tahoe, CA 

Marcus Brown — El Paso, TX 

Davie Crawford — City of Calhoun, Kennesaw, GA 

Michael DeMers — New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM 

John Ellis, GISP — Chickasaw Nation, Ada, OK 

Elizabeth Farver, GISP Darke County General Health District, Versailles, OH 

Sue Feldman — ESD 112, Vancouver, WA 

Manerd Gayler, GISP Chickasaw Nation, Ada, OK 

Robert Godfrey — George Mason University, Alexandria, VA 

Colin Gowens, GISP— Fulton County, Alpharetta, GA 

Tamarin Gullett Tyrrell — Cherokee County, Canton, GA 

Bob Haas — Deschutes County, Bend, OR 

Lynn Hale — City of Fayetteville, Fayetteville, GA 

Brian Hanes — Washington County, Hillsboro, OR 

Shonia Holloway, GISP — Critigen, Hampton, VA 

Khaled Hussein, GISP— Clark Nexsen, Architecture & Engineering, Norfolk, VA 

Andrew King-Scribbins, GISP— East View Geospatial, Duluth, MN 

Olivia Lau— Seattle, WA 

Adegoke Lawal — University of New Brunswick, Fredericton, NB Canada

Richard L’Esperance — The Campbell Group, Portland, OR 

Brandy Little, GISP— AMEC, Nashville, TN 

Ron Mahabir— Fairfax, VA 

Sumant Mallavaram— HDR Engineering, Austin, TX 

David Mangold— Clean Water Services, Portland, OR 

Michael Mark— Professional Consulting, Inc. Montclair, NJ 

Andrew Milanes, GISP— Environmental Science Services Inc, Denham 
Springs, LA 

Cinde Morris— AE2S, Fargo, ND 

Ryan Pemberton— Portland, OR 

Trevor Perkes— Reburg, ID 

Adrienne Perry— County of San Diego - Health and Human Services Agency, 
Long Beach, CA 

Amy Peters, GISP— South Florida Water Mgt District, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

Nicholas Schwertner— Canaan, NH 

Wendy Sheppard, GISP— State of Illinois, Springfield, IL 

Lynn Songer— Lane Community College, Eugene, OR 

Sarawut Tangadunrat, GISP— City of Arlington, Tyler, TX 

Aaron Wernick— Northeastern Illinois University, Evanston, IL 

Ronald Whitlock— Federal Emergency Management Agency, Everett, WA 

Errol Williams— Texas Southern University, Houston, TX

Interested in Becoming a URISA Certified Workshop Instructor?

•	 The first step is attending a workshop (perhaps at GIS-Pro 2012 in Portland).

•	 Talk with the instructor about your interest.

•	 Contact URISA HQ and submit a resume/C.V. demonstrating your expertise in that particular 
topic.

•	 Once approved, we’ll identify an opportunity to co-instruct. 

•	 Pending the author’s/instructor’s recommendation, you will then be invited to be a certified 
workshop instructor.



URISA Conference Memories URISA Conference Memories

“URISA was very important to him 

(my father).  I know he’d be thrilled 

to see how the organization has 

grown and fascinated with the 

work now being done by URISA 

members. Best of luck on your 

conference!”

 – Edy Horwood (daughter of URISA 
founder, Edgar Horwood)

Al Little – GIS-Pro 2012 Conference 
Program Chair – City of Hamilton, 
Ontario:

Without a doubt, and not surprisingly, my best URISA conference memories have to do with the people that I have met as a result.  Although there are many, many, memorable folks, there is one that sticks in my mind from the early days of my involvement.  The individual, who I have not corresponded with in many years, will remain nameless to protect the guilty…let’s just call him “Bill”.  At any rate, “Bill” was one of the first GIS folks that I met when I started going to con-ferences, and he took me under his wing.  There are two URISA conferences which stick out in my mind, where “Bill” left me with lasting memories.

The first one was Salt Lake City in 1996.  “Bill” was one of the first people I knew that also utilized that new thing call the Internet, for something other than email.  He used it for important industry and conference re-search!  Anyone that was at Salt Lake City will remem-ber that we all received “membership cards” when we checked in, that would allow us to order alcohol in the lobby bar.  Using the Internet, “Bill” was able to find us a reputable location where we could purchase an adult beverage, WITHOUT a membership card!!  I still remember going down this dark alley and then down some dark stairs to get into the “Dead Goat Saloon” :-)

The second was the following year, Toronto in 1997.  “Bill” had managed to get approval to travel out of the country (oops, I gave away his nationality!) to at-tend the conference in Canada.  I must also comment here that “Bill” was the only American I knew that was familiar with, and preferred, the Canadian Football League over the NFL!  Anyway, back to the memory.  So, true to form, before heading to Toronto, “Bill” per-formed some very intensive Internet research in order to hit the ground running with his extracurricular con-ference activities.  The memory “Bill” left me with for that week was attending the “ballet” on Yonge Street.  I’ll just leave it at that ;-)

URISA is about the people, and building relationships.  Whether that happens during an interactive educa-tional session, a workshop, or during the social events, it does not matter.  It is the people, and those relation-ships that have been built over the years, that keeps me involved with URISA.

From Hilary Perkins, AICP, GISP – City of Maryland 

Heights, Missouri (URISA President 2008-2009):

Over the years, URISA has proven how far in the van-

guard we are as a professional organization. I love listen-

ing to the stories of our founders - who had the unique 

inspiration to figure out how these new-fangled com-

puters could make complex urban planning decisions 

easier. Then bringing in the spatial component to fur-

ther understand processes and expand our level of 

analysis. It all happens at the annual conference. It was 

at a URISA conference where: 

•	 we learned what a great tool the internet was for 

disseminating geospatial data

•	 we figured out that there was a void in leadership 

training for GIS managers and created the URISA 

Leadership Academy

•	 we organized the Vanguard Cabinet to engage 

young GIS leaders

It is at GIS-Pro where we meet each other, bring home 

new ideas to try, push each other along. These confer-

ences refresh my soul.

I have made some truly dear friends and 

professional colleagues as a result of attend-

ing URISA, and later GIS-Pro, conferences. 

My personal and professional life would be 

less rich without them.



URISA Conference Memories URISA Conference Memories

Ken Dueker, URISA President 1992-1993, shares his thoughts about URISA’s founder, Edgar Horwood:
Horwood’s leadership in Shaping UrISAEdgar Horwood envisioned URISA as an interdisciplinary association of interest-based academics and practicing professionals.  Horwood was bemused by the over zeal-ousness of those who tried to take URISA in too narrow of a direction.  Breadth has been both the strength and weakness of URISA, a mile wide and an inch deep.  Other organizations provide greater depth in specific areas, while URISA provided a broader perspective.  Horwood characterized URISA as an association of misfits—persons who do not fit well with-in their primary discipline or profession.  Yet he encouraged the formation of special interest groups (SIG) in URISA to provide depth in important areas.  

 
Although Horwood was critical of accredi-tation, he expressed the need to expose unqualified consultants that he referred to as charlatans.  He sought to do that by critic and ridicule.  However, this informal approach was insufficient, particu-larly as the field was growing and more systematic means needed.  At the time of his death in 1985, he was observ-ing the initial growth of GIS technology and expressed the need to nurture it by educating competent professionals, and saw the need for URISA leadership in ethical standards.

Horwood was the major player in the founding and shap-ing of URISA.  His leadership provided a firm foundation upon which others have contributed.

Early Struggles within UrISA
From the beginning there was tension between forces that saw the application of computer technology for analysis of urban data and those interested in automa-tion to increase the efficiency of local government.  This was mischaracterized at the time as a battle of control of URISA by the forces of Census and USAC.  Nevertheless, the producers and users of small-area census data led in the analysis thrust within URISA, while those interested in increasing the efficiency of municipal governments led the automation thrust.  

Excerpts from: ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION OF URISA, Kenneth J Dueker

Memories from Pete Croswell, PMP, GISP - President, 

Croswell-Schulte IT Consultants (URISA President 

1997-1998): 

•	 After attending national conferences in 1981 and 

1982, I remember my first paper presentation at an 

annual URISA Conference—1983 in Atlanta.  I was a 

young, unseasoned professional then, working with 

the GIS program of the state of Kentucky Natural 

Resources Cabinet. I was pretty nervous and I well 

recall the cumbersome nature of 35mm slides. 

But my presentation on “Soil Loss Assessment 

with the Kentucky Natural Resources Information 

System” went well and this really began my active 

involvement in URISA which continues today.

•	 A very big thrill for me was preparing and 

presenting a major research paper entitled “Facing 

Reality in GIS Implementation: Lessons Learned 

and Obstacles to be Overcome” at the Boston 

conference in 1989.  But the real thrill came the 

following year when this paper received the URISA 

Horwood Award for Best Paper, and was published 

in the URISA Journal. I was proud to receive the 

award at the 1990 annual conference in Calgary.

•	 It was an honor and a challenging time for me (and 

other URISA officers) when I assumed the role of 

URISA president-elect in 1996. It quickly became 

obvious that URISA was in severe financial trouble 

that called for major organizational changes and 

restructuring.  My major responsibilities during 

that year and then as President in 1997-1998 was 

overseeing and enabling a major transition, along 

with a lot of marketing and promotion.  Wasn’t 

easy and there is no way it could have worked 

without a very competent and dedicated URISA 

Board as well as new staff members who were 

brought on at that time (some of whom are still 

on the staff today). Together and with member 

support, I think we helped 

put URISA on a better path 

for its future.



URISA Conference MemoriesURISA Conference Memories

Glenn O’Grady’s Fondest Memories (URISA President 1996-1997):

While I don’t think this has completely stopped, my fondest past conference memories were the discussions 
in the evening.  They were often discussions of methodology, either of a technical or procedural nature and 
frequently of great depth.  I don’t know if it was because everyone was more relaxed and therefore more 
open but I often learned valuable information.  The discussion would frequently start something like, “I 
heard your presentation, how did you do X?”.   

One time, a person I wanted to talk to took a break from dancing and sat down right next to me.  We 
launched into a discussion that lasted about fifteen minutes.  When we were done he jumped back up and 
started dancing again.  I can’t remember which conference this happened at.  It was probably back in the 

late 70’s or early 80’s.

From Ed Crane, Esri 

Kansas (URISA President 

1992-1993):
‘Back of the Bus’ URISA 

conference memories … 

•	 There was the San Diego Conference 

where two exhibitors took a late night party boat 

offer from some ladies after the rowdy dancing 

and arm wrestling was over. The boat left and 

cruised up to San Francisco. Their booth was 

never set up and we learned later that they were 

alive but without jobs when they finally surfaced. 

Some company in MN if I remember correctly.  

•	 Dr. Aangenbrug reading his closing remarks 

after all-night poker playing where us 

youngsters just couldn’t hang. The co-

conspirators who contributed to the chaos can 

volunteer their own names. I wimped out. 

•	 Ottawa conference was filled 24-7 with 

conversations about land information - in 

meetings, at dinner, and well into the night. 

Beautiful place. And of course there was Hull 

with cabs headed over in droves once the 

Ottawa bars closed.

•	 Learning loads from McDonald Barr at the 

Seattle Conference and getting home to 

learn he had died in a freak snow event on 

Mt Washington. And learning he had sent his 

boy and a friend for help with his coat so they 

would make it. Rescue didn’t get back to him in 

time. 

From current URISA President, Greg Babinski:

•	 I attended my first A/C in 1991 in San 
Francisco when Bruce Joffe invited me 
to participate on a panel with him. That 
was great, but wandering around the 
conference before and after that session 
– it was like being in a Candyland of ideas 
and smart friendly people who cared 
about what I cared about!

•	 I had read articles written by Rebecca 
Somers, but meeting her at multiple URISA 
conferences helped me conceive of GIS 
management as something that could and 
should be studied and implemented on a 
professional basis.

•	 I did make a ‘life-changing decision’ 
at a URISA conference. It was I think in 
2005 or 2006 when Shoreh 
Elhami and Ed Wells both 
first spoke to me about the 
possibility of running for a 
seat on the URISA Board. The 
life changing decision was to 
listen to what they had to say 
and consider the possibility 
that I might have some small 
contribution to make. The 
experience since then has been…priceless!



URISA Conference MemoriesURISA Conference Memories

From Martha McCart Wells, GISP - Spatial 
Focus, Inc. (URISA President 2002-2003):

There are a lot of memories from the 25 confer-
ences I’ve attended. 

Mostly, I remember and cherish the friends I see 
at URISA conferences, colleagues who have been 
unfailingly helpful, supportive, and generous with 
their knowledge and time.  

Many fun times at socials – the 
UCLA Marching Band (LA, 1988), 
Fort Edmonton (Edmonton, 1990), 
dancing in the plaza in San Antonio 
(1995), shooting pool in Long Beach 
(2001), jazz in Kansas City (2005).  
The Back of the Bus SIG (you know 
who you are).  

And so many opportunities to learn.  Best session 
was the retrospective on the 1967 New Haven 
Census Project which created the DIME proto-
types, at the DC conference in 2007 (40th an-
niversary of the project).  Ideas galore … ranging 
from GISCorps to K-12 programs to COGO to the 
specialty conferences.

From Will Craig (URISA 
President 1986-1987):

 I remember Ed Horwood 
would go up to strangers, 
introduce himself, and start a 
conversation about their work.  
They would exchange busi-
ness cards and promise to keep in touch.  Then 
he’d go up to someone else, exchange cards and 
have the same conversation.  Here’s the hook: Ed 
would exchange the card he had gotten from the 
previous stranger.  He would do this all night.  I 
used to think this was just his goofiness.  Then I 
realized: Ed had to pay close attention to what the 
stranger said.  Otherwise he could not have passed 
muster with the next stranger.  He had a deep un-
derstanding of the work of every person he talked 
to.  I’ve taken his example and have tried to listen 
closely when I’m talking to a colleague.

From Wendy Nelson, URISA Executive Director (first URISA annual conference in 1998 – Charlotte, NC):From the staff point of view, the conferences are a lot of work with months of planning and interaction with the committee, hotel, suppliers, speakers, and exhibitors. It’s always a great feeling of satisfaction when the conference is completed and you know that you ‘put on a good show’ and the attendees were able to benefit from the education and networking that took place. 

I get great pleasure from introducing members to each other and seeing their professional connection grow from year to year; convincing members to volunteer on a committee and seeing them progress into leadership roles.

Specific memories (mostly staff bonding):
•	 In 1999, the conference took place at Navy Pier in Chicago. Just so happened that the Air & Water Show was happening over the same weekend, during URISA workshops. Our convention services manager knew that was one of my favorite summer events in the City and took me to the rooftop while the Blue Angels were doing their stunts. It was the best vantage point ever!•	 Long Beach in 2001 was extraordinarily stressful, taking place a month after September 11. As Peirce noted, we almost cancelled the conference because so many people could not travel. But we ended up going forward and it ended up being quite positive, with great camaraderie among the participants.

•	 In 2006 (Vancouver), Verlanda, Pat and 
I decided to stretch our legs after we 
finished stuffing registration packets on the day before the conference started. We went to Stanley Park. Anyway, we kept walking 
and couldn’t find the end of the trail. (Once you started the trail, there were no exits). To this day, Verlanda will not get ‘tricked’ into going for a stroll with us!

•	 We got to see the VIP ‘ready room’ in 2007 at the Hilton in DC, where U.S. Presidents prepare and relax before delivering important speeches. 
•	 New Orleans in 2008, URISA staff went out after packet stuffing and happened upon a festival. Katie and I still talk about the charbroiled oysters we had there! 

Looking forward to good Portland memories!



GIS-Pro 2012 is co-hosted by the 
Northwest GIS Users’ Group. 
NWGIS is presenting optional classes 
to kick off GIS-Pro 2012 (note that at-
tendance at these classes is extremely 
limited and they are expected to sell 
out quickly):
•	 Understanding and Using Python 

& ArcPy in ArcGIS 10  
•	 Working with Geodatabases & 

Linear Referencing 
•	 ArcPad 10 Bootcamp™ 
•	 ArcGIS Desktop 10 Associate Exam 

Prep 

 Reach this informed and influ-
ential market! 

Visit www.gis-pro.org for 
information about exhibits and 

sponsorships.

Conference Site - Hilton Portland & 
Executive Tower
921 SW Sixth Avenue, Portland, Oregon 
Located in the heart of the city center 
and only a block away from the MAX 
Light Rail system (provides quick and 
easy transportation around the city as 
well as to Portland International Airport).

Portland – Affordable & Stunning
In Portland, free time is filled with great 
food and drink, culture, and tax-free 
shopping. Whatever your interests, 
you’ll find much to do when the day’s 
work is done. Art, great dining, gor-
geous scenery, and a truly walkable city 
are waiting to be explored.  

For conference information and registration details,  
visit www.urisa.org or www.gis-pro.org.

Follow conference happenings on Twitter (@urisa, #gispro)

URISA Certified Workshops 
(included with full conference 
registration):
•	 GIS Return on Investment - (new 

half-day workshop)
•	 Emergency Preparedness for GIS - 

(new half-day workshop)
•	 Asset Management: Planning, 

Strategy and Implementation
•	 An Overview of Open Source GIS 

Software
•	 Public Data, Public Access, Privacy 

and Security: US Law and Policy
•	 An Introduction to Public Partici-

pation GIS: Using GIS to Support 
Community Decision Making

•	 GIS Program Management

Educational Sessions Packed with 
Content:
Learn about measuring GIS matu-
rity and Return on Investment (ROI).  
Discuss GIS leadership, ethics and 
manage ment strategies. Explore open 
source solutions, cloud computing and 
the mobile future. And so much more! 

Come to Portland to interact with 
your peers and industry thought lead-
ers...prepare to be both challenged 
and inspired! Register today!
  
Earn points towards GISP 
Certification or renewal—a rec-
ognized certification among GIS 
Professionals (www.gisci.org).

Learn and Grow ~ Challenge and Inspire ~ Lead

Photos courtesy of Travel Portland

Featured Speakers

Professor Michael Goodchild,   
University of California,  
Santa Barbara

John Sanderson,   
Microsoft’s Cloud Evangelist

Jack Dangermond,  
Esri

Join your colleagues in the beautiful and affordable Pacific Northwest for an 
outstanding education program, networking opportunities and events designed 
to help you and your organization reach the next level of success!

Highlights follow, but please visit www.urisa.org or www.gis-pro.org for 
complete details about the invited speakers, peer presentations, lightning 
talks, luncheon presentations, and much more!

GIS-Pro 2012: 
URISA’s 50th Annual 
Conference for GIS 
Professionals 

September 30 – 
October 4, 2012 
Portland, Oregon

http://www.urisa.org
http://www.gis-pro.org
http://www.urisa.org
http://www.gis-pro.org
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2012 Sponsor Directory

Platinum Corporate
Sponsor

Esri 

380 New York St, Redlands, CA 92373 
Phone: (909) 793-2853 
info@esri.com

Since 1969, Esri® has been helping 
organizations map and model our world. 
Esri’s GIS software tools and methodolo-
gies enable them to effectively analyze 
and manage their geographic informa-
tion and make better decisions.  They 
are supported by our experienced and 
knowledgeable staff and extensive 
network of business partners and inter-
national distributors. 

A full-service GIS company, Esri supports 
the implementation of GIS technology on 
the desktop, servers, online services, and 
mobile devices. These GIS solutions are 
flexible, customizable, and easy to use. 

Esri software is used by hundreds of 
thousands of organizations who apply 
GIS to solve problems and make our 
world a better place to live. We pay 
close attention to our users to ensure 
they have the best tools possible to 
accomplish their missions.  A compre-
hensive suite of training options offered 
worldwide helps our users fully leverage 
their GIS. Esri is a socially conscious busi-
ness, actively supporting organizations 
involved in education, conservation, 
sustainable development, and humani-
tarian affairs.

Gold Corporate Sponsor

CDM Smith 

50 Hampshire Street, One Cambridge 
Place 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
Phone: (617) 452-6000 
keensg@cdmsmith.com 

What began in February 2011 with join-
ing of two industry forces has culminated 
in a fully integrated provider of compre-
hensive water, environment, transporta-
tion, energy and facilities services united 
under the new brand CDM Smith. 

One promise: doing what is right 
for our clients and communities

One partner:  providing integrated 
water, environment, transportation, 
energy and facilities solutions

One passion: creating a better 
future, together

At CDM Smith, we are committed to 
building strong and lasting relationships 
with our clients and each other. To-
gether, we are solving the world’s water, 
environment, transportation, energy and 
facilities challenges with smart, inte-
grated solutions. As your trusted partner, 
we are shaping tomorrow while deliver-
ing the services you need today. Proving 
every day—in every way—we’re better 
together.

Silver Corporate Sponsors

Data Transfer Solutions 

3680 Avalon Park Blvd East, Suite 200, 
Orlando, FL 32828 
Phone: (407) 382-5222 
aibaugh@dtsgis.com

Headquartered in Orlando, DTS is a 
leader in asset management, geographic 
information systems, and transporta-
tion planning. We specialize in creating 
solutions to help clients automate their 
worlds, reduce their workload and 
organize their data through customized 
technology.

DTS is comprised of seven divisions, each 
with its own scope of services. Often 
however, a single project spans several 
divisions before completion because we 
uniquely offer all the necessary cutting-
edge services, integrated within one 
company.

Pictometry 
International 

100 Town Centre Dr, Suite A, Rochester, 
NY 14623 
Phone: (585) 739-1854 
scott.sherwood@pictometry.com 

Pictometry International Corp. is a lead-
ing provider of geo-referenced, aerial 
image libraries and related software. 
Pictometry has captured nearly 130 
million digital aerial images which 
represent more than 80 percent of the 
United States population and all major 
U.S. markets. 

Using its proprietary imaging process, 
Pictometry captures geo-referenced, 

high-resolution orthogonal (straight 
down view) and oblique (captured at an 
angle) imagery within which structures 
and land features can be measured. 
Pictometry customizes and markets 
these technologies for government and 
commercial applications. Pictometry’s 
standard oblique imagery includes 
second order visualization tools that do 
not produce authoritative or definitive 
information (surveying).

Bronze Corporate Sponsors

Archon Information 
Systems

935 Gravier Street, Suite 1700, New Or-
leans, LA 70112 
Phone: (504) 267-0065  
info@archoninfosys.com

We provide all levels of government and 
governmental agencies with comprehen-
sive, progressive tax related and treasury 
management solutions. Let Archon bring 
your state, city or municipality to the 
forefront of the intersection of govern-
ment and technology.

British Columbia As-
sessment

400 - 3450 Uptown Blvd. 
Victoria BC  V8Z 0B9 
(250) 595.6211

BC Assessment produces independent, 
uniform and efficient property assess-
ments on an annual basis for all property 
owners in the province.

Thank you to all of URISA’s sponsors
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Geographic 
Technologies Group

Corporate Office 
1202 Parkway Drive 
Goldsboro, North Carolina 27534 
Tel: 919.759.9214 
Toll Free: 1.888.757.4222 
Fax: 919.759.0410 
Primary Contact: Curtis Hinton, GISP

GTG is a full-service local government GIS 
consulting company offering specialized 
experience in the planning, design, imple-
mentation, and procurement of geo-
technologies.  GTG develops GIS products 
that spatially enable various enterprise 
solutions and integrates an organization’s 
IT investment via a common interface. GTG 
also offers stand-alone products for land 
management, public safety, public access, 
touch screen technology, and utilities.

Manatron Inc.

510 East Milham Ave., Portage, MI 49002 
Phone: (800) 666-5300 
info@manatron.com

Manatron, a Thomson Reuters business, is a 
global leader in providing integrated prop-
erty tax and land administration software 
for governments worldwide. With unparal-
leled experience and history in property 
recording, land registry, GIS tax assessment, 
billing and collection, 

Manatron has been at the forefront of 
innovative product and service develop-
ment since 1969. Manatron currently 
provides 1600+ customers with the 
power to manage over 45 million parcels.

Property Assessment  
Land Records 
Cadastral Mapping 
Tax Billing and Collection 
eGovernment

Merrick & Company

2450 South Peoria Street, Aurora, CO 
80014 
Phone: (303) 751-0741 
gis@merrick.com

Merrick & Company provides compre-
hensive, client-focused land information 
services, including image acquisition 
(aerial and satellite), GPS Surveying, 
digital photogrammetry, Light Detection 
and Ranging (LIDAR), digital imaging, 
digital orthophotography processing, 
LiDAR software tools (MARS®), GIS da-
tabase design and application program-
ming. Merrick’s primary markets include 
city/county, federal government, electric 
utilities, engineering design firms and 
pipeline operators.

Milsoft Utility 
Solutions Inc

4400 Buffalo Gap Rd Ste 5150, Abilene, 
TX 79606 
Phone: (800) 344-5647 
brian.carr@milsoft.com

Get the most out of your GIS by fully in-
tegrating the best electrical grid analysis 
into your Esri GIS environment.

WELCOME NEW
CORPORATE SPONSOR 

Nokia

Location & Commerce is a Nokia busi-
ness unit established to build and 
monetize location experiences for 
mobile products, the navigation in-
dustry and the automotive market.   A 
focus on Content (including NAVTEQ® 
Maps), Social Location Services 
(Platform, Apps), and Local Com-
merce aims to complement hardware, 
software and services with “smart” 
location data.

Sanborn

1935 Jamboree Drive, Suite 100, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80920 
Phone: (719) 593-0093 
Toll-Free: 1.866.SANBORN (1.866.726-
2676) 
ldalby@sanborn.com 

With a rich tradition of mapping dating 
back to 1866, Sanborn is a compre-
hensive geospatial solutions com-
pany. Sanborn provides geographic and 
location-based information from data 
capture through design and develop-
ment of custom applications including; 
systems integration, spatial analysis, and 
modeling. 

Valtus Imagery 
Services 

212, 5438-11th St NE, Calgary, AB T2E 
7E9 Canada 
Phone: (403) 295-0694 Toll Free: (800) 
661-6782 
tammy.peterson@valtus.com 

Valtus Imagery Services provides best in 
class solutions for the storage, manage-
ment and delivery of geospatial informa-
tion in the form of ortho-imagery and 
elevation data through web delivery 
systems.

WELCOME NEW
CORPORATE SPONSOR

VESTRA Resources

5300 Aviation Drive, Redding, CA 
96002 
Phone: (530) 223-2585 
hcroom@vestra.com 

As a leader in GIS/IT, Environmental 
Solutions, Engineering, and Surveying, 
VESTRA has the depth of know-how 
and experience to help clients achieve 
success. VESTRA, an employee-owned 
corporation dating back to 1988, prides 
itself on our local presence and commit-
ment to the community. Our mission is 
to be our clients’ most-valued consultant 
by providing cost-effective, innovative, 
and technically superior project solu-
tions. Whatever your current or future 
needs, VESTRA’s full-service resources 
are available to support you on your next 
critical project.

Business Sponsors

WELCOME NEW
BUSINESS SPONSOR

ELYON International, Inc.

1111 Main Street, Suite 220, Vancou-
ver, WA 98660 
(360) 696-5892 
info@elyoninternational.com

ELYON International Inc. is an infor-
mation technology company that 
provides innovative, best-in-class 
consulting, IT solutions and Profes-
sional Staffing services. Our current 
core competency solutions span the 
entire software life cycle in the areas 
of system integration, e-business, 
enterprise resource planning (ERP), 
client/server, project outsourcing and 
network support. In addition, ELYON 
services other Professional, Techni-
cal and other Specialized Staffing 
requirements.
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geographic Data Base 
Management Systems, 
Inc.

41 E. 4th Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426-
2341 
(610) 489-0353 
peirceeichelberger1@mac.com

gDBMS Services include: 
Technical reviews and ongoing evalua-
tions of existing GIS programs.  Making 
sure GIS is all that it can be in your 
jurisdiction.  

GeoPlanning Services, 
LLC

3564 Avalon Park Blvd E., Suite 1, #243, 
Orlando, FL 32828 
Phone: (407) 608-4186 
mroche@GeoPlanningServices.com

GeoPlanning Services, LLC of Orlando, FL 
was founded in early 2009 is a full service 
provider of geospatial tools and analysis 
to support urban planning, logistics, 
real estate and economic development 
organizations.

GeoTechVision 
Enterprises Limited

Unit #8A Seymour Park, 2 Seymour Park 
Avenue 
Kingston 6, Jamaica, W.I. 
Phone: (876) 620-4513 
sales@techvisionenterprise.com

Based in Jamaica, GeoTechVision Enter-
prises Limited is a team of qualified pro-
fessionals who specialize in innovative 
spatial technology and provide clients 
with high-end geospatial products and 
services, practical advice and solutions. 
GeoTechVision Enterprise specializes in, 
among other services, GIS Consultancy, 
GIS Training, Personal and Vehicle Track-

ing and Mapping Solutions.

WELCOME NEW
BUSINESS SPONSOR

GIS Services 

4870 W. McElroy Drive, Tucson AZ 
85745 
(520) 991-0727  
GIS_info@gisservices.net 
GIS Services is committed to finding 
the best solution(s) for the client’s 
requirements while anticipating 
future needs, in a world of a rapidly 
expanding range of geospatial tools. 
GIS Services provides commodities, 
services, and training for implement-
ing and integrating solutions with 
GIS, GPS, and imagery.

GPC Global 
Information Solutions 
LLC 

P O Box 129060, Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates 
Tel: + 971 2 666 6574 
admingpc@gpc-gis.ae

Based in Abu Dhabi, UAE, GPC Global 
Information Solutions LLC (GPC-GIS), 
was launched in 2008 by the Geographic 
Planning Collaborative, Inc. (GPC) to 
specialize in the delivery of geospatial 
information services to the MENA 
Region. By harnessing more than 25 
years experience of GPC partners, we 
provide consulting services in Geospatial 
Information Technology and Services 
(GITS), Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI), 
Geospatial Education, Location Based 
Services and Information Management 
for a wide variety of organizations and 
projects in the region.

Kessler GIS 

20414 W Baker Rd., Cheney, WA 99004 
509-235-5500 
bruce@kesslergis.com

Bruce Kessler founded Kessler GIS in the 
spring of 2001. He emphasizes educa-
tion, consulting and map production in 
ArcGIS, Workstation ArcInfo, and ArcView 
3.x and uses his broad-based GIS experi-
ence starting in 1985 to help clients 
understand the basics and work through 
complex GIS procedures. 

North River Geographic 
Systems, Inc.

215 Jarnigan Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37405 
Phone: (423) 653-3611 
rjhale@northrivergeographic.com

North River Geographic Systems, Inc. is 
a Geographic Information Systems and 
Services Company located in southeast 
Tennessee. Although in business for just 
over two years, we bring over 15 years 
experience in the GIS/Mapping industry. 
NRGS has provided an array of services 
such as GIS consulting, spatial analysis, 
and cartography to an array of public 
and private organizations. Being a small 
company and Esri business partner gives 
us the ability to keep costs low and solu-
tions innovative. Please give us a call/
email if you have any questions.

Open Spatial 
Corporation

5701 Lonetree Blvd, Suite 109 
Rocklin, CA 95765 
(800) 696-1238 
info@munsys.com 
Contact: Colin Hobson

WELCOME NEW
BUSINESS SPONSOR

Planning 
Communities, LLC

9131 Anson Way, Suite 304 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27615 
919-803-6862 (Office)  
919-882-1206 (Fax) 
contactus@planningcommunities.com 
ttownsend@planningcommunities.com      

Planning Communities, LLC provides 
a wide range of multi-disciplinary 
planning services for local, state and 
federal agencies, tribal nations and 
community organizations. Commu-
nity, transportation, environmental 
and GIS services include local/re-
gional planning, visioning/scenario 
planning, land use, socioeconomic, 
market and cost-benefit analysis, 
community asset mapping, tool/ap-
plication support and development, 
process improvement/integration, 
consensus-building and facilitation.

Headquartered in Raleigh, North Car-
olina, Planning Communities has ad-
ditional offices in Charlotte (NC) and 
Seattle (WA). Planning Communities 
is a North Carolina certified Small 
Professional Service Firm (SPSF) and 
is certified as a DBE in North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Florida and Delaware.

Spatial Focus, Inc.

6813 40th Ave, University Park, MD 
20782 
Phone: (301) 277-6212  
mwells@spatialfocus.com 

Spatial Focus, Inc. is an independent 
consulting firm, specializing in planning, 
design, implementation and technical 
services in the field of geographic infor-
mation systems.

Spatial Focus, Inc. was formed to offer a 
new standard for vendor-independent 
technical and consulting services in 

2012 Sponsor Directory (continued)
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geographic information of all kinds. 
Organized in 1998, Spatial Focus, Inc. 
specializes in integrating geographic in-
formation throughout public and private 
enterprises, giving them spatial focus.

Spatiax Infosystems

P.O. Box 81546 
Lafayette, LA USA  70508 
855-SPATIAX  (855.772.8429) 
Contact Lloyd Charlier

SpatiaX is a software company special-
izing in the design, development and 
marketing of information solutions for 
the enterprise.

Leveraging key technologies such as 
content management, computer-aided 

design (CAD), geographical information 
systems (GIS), workflow and collabora-
tion, SpatiaX solutions enable users to 
easily access disparate data sources and 
applications across the enterprise in new 
and powerful ways.

The SpatiaX team is comprised of tal-
ented professionals bringing to bear ex-
tensive industry experience in software 
development, engineering, surveying, 
global positioning, web design, work-
flow and document management for 
one purpose: the delivery of customer-
focused solutions enabling enterprise 
clients to work more productively.

Just Announced!

2013 URISA Leadership Academy
May 13-17, 2013

San Antonio, Texas
Hyatt Regency on the Riverwalk

2013 URISA GIS in Public
Health Conference

June 17-20, 2013
Miami, Florida

Mark Your Calendar!

Wellar Consulting 

Ottawa, ON Canada 
Phone: (613) 728-3483 
wellarb@uottawa.ca

Wellar Consulting services include design 
and evaluation of education and train-
ing courses and currricula for GISystems 
and GIScience programs; advice and 
workshops on the development of quan-
titative measures to assess information 
system and transportation system per-
formance; critical reviews of IS and GIS 
RFPs; seminars on the safety and security 
aspects of interdependent infrastruc-
tures; professional opinion on land use 
planning and zoning issues; and, expert 
opinion on liability for safety-related 
incidents involving pedestrians, cyclists, 
and motor vehicle operators.

For information about URISA Sponsorship, please visit:  
http://www.urisa.org/sponsorship or contact Wendy Nelson at URISA Headquarters.

Federal Agency 
Sponsor

U.S. Census Bureau 
4600 Silver Hill Road, Washington, DC 
20233

The Census Bureau serves as the leading 
source of quality data about the nation’s 
people and economy. We honor privacy, 
protect confidentiality, share our expertise 
globally, and conduct our work openly. We 
are guided on this mission by our strong 
and capable workforce, our readiness to 
innovate, and our abiding commitment to 
our customers.
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Mark 
Your 
Calendar!

September 30 –  
October 4, 2012
GIS-Pro 2012: URISA’s 50th Annual 
Conference for GIS Professionals
Portland, Oregon

November 12-16, 2012
URISA’s Caribbean GIS Conference
Montego Bay, Jamaica

November 14, 2012
GIS DAY 2012

march 4-7, 2013
GIS/CAMA Technologies Conference
Albuquerque, New Mexico

June 17-20, 2013
URISA’s GIS in Public Health 
Conference
Miami, Florida

PRESIDENT
Greg Babinski, GISP – King County GIS Center
greg.babinski@kingcounty.gov 

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Al Butler, GISP, AICP – City of Ocoee (FL)
abutler@mpzero.com 

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT
Cy Smith, GISP – State of Oregon
cy.smith@state.or.us 

SECRETARY
Tom Conry – Fairfax County (VA)
Thomas.conry@fairfaxcounty.gov

TREASURER
Carl Anderson, GISP – Spatial Focus, Inc. (FL)
carl.anderson@vadose.org 

Tripp Corbin, GISP – eGIS Associates (GA)
tcorbin@egisassociates.com

David DiBiase, GISP – Esri (CA)
ddibiase@esri.com 

Twyla McDermott, GISP – City of Charlotte 
(NC)
tmcdermott@ci.charlotte.nc.us 

Cindy Post – University of Alberta 
cpost@ualberta.ca

Nancy Obermeyer, GISP – Indiana State 
University
njobie28@kiva.net 

Christopher Thomas – Esri (CA)
cthomas@esri.com 

Teresa Townsend – Planning Communities 
LLC (NC)
ttownsend@planningcommunities.com

THE GIS PROFESSIONAL
A publication of URISA – The 
Association for GIS Professionals.
URISA is a non-profit professional 
and educational association that 
promotes the effective and ethical 
use of spatial information and 
information technologies for the 
understanding and management 
of urban and regional systems. It 
is a multidisciplinary association 
where professionals from all parts 
of the spatial data community can 
come together and share concerns 
and ideas.

URISA Headquarters
701 Lee Street, Suite 680
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone (847) 824-6300
Fax (847) 824-6363 
info@urisa.org
www.urisa.org

Submissions
Managing Editor – Wendy Nelson,  
Executive Director,  
wnelson@urisa.org
Technology Editor –  
Comfort Manyame, GISP,  
cmanyame@mselectric.com
Trends Editor – Keri Shearer, GISP,  
giscommunity@gmail.com

RFP Distribution

URISA members, remember that URISA will distribute your RFP/RFQ 
announcements to our corporate and business members at no charge. 
Simply email your announcement to info@urisa.org (Subject: RFP Service) 
and we’ll send it right out for you!
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